The importance of a One Health approach for prioritising zoonotic diseases to focus on capacity-building efforts in Uganda.
Zoonotic diseases constitute a significant threat to the health of humans, livestock and wildlife, as well as to livestock production, and can also have a negative impact on our shared environment and on livelihoods. Uganda is a hotspot for emerging and re-emerging zoonotic disease threats, with the main drivers of this phenomenon being identified as agricultural intensification, proximity to wildlife reservoirs and climate change. The threat of zoonotic disease outbreaks affects not only human healthcare systems but also livestock production, food security, human capital development, wildlife health, environmental health and privatesector growth. Firstly, to prevent, control and mitigate the threat from zoonotic diseases, in March 2017, Uganda prioritised zoonotic diseases using a One Health approach that focuses the limited resources available on those diseases that have the greatest impact at the national level. The prioritised zoonotic diseases in question are anthrax, zoonotic influenza viruses, viral haemorrhagic fevers, brucellosis, trypanosomiosis (African sleeping sickness), plague and rabies. Secondly, in January 2018, Uganda published a National One Health Strategic Plan, which was developed after these zoonotic diseases had been prioritised. In addition, the Ugandan Government and its partners are currently collaboratively addressing several of these previously neglected, endemic zoonotic diseases, such as anthrax, brucellosis and rabies. As a result of these One Health efforts, capacity has increased for early detection of, reporting on and response to zoonotic diseases at all levels. To consolidate the achievements of the One Health approach, the Ugandan Government and its partners should continue to support capacity building for the prevention and control of zoonotic diseases.